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Ceremony is the story of Tayo, a young, Native American man who has recently returned from active 

duty in World War II.  He is suffering from what we would now call Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome.  

The beginning of the story will be the most challenging because Tayo goes in and out of lucidity, and 

events switch back and forth from present day to the past.  Just keep reading.  As Tayo begins to regain 

focus, so too does the storyline, which will ultimately lead you through a journey of self-discovery.  

Silko received several prestigious awards for this novel, most notably for the way she threads Native 

American folklore throughout the story, sometimes told as legends by characters, more often as poems.  

Pay attention to these tales of lore - they are neither random nor meaningless. 

  

As with Things Fall Apart, you will prepare notes for this novel as well. You will find that this story is 

much more challenging to follow than Achebe’s novel. For this reason, you will use your notes to help 

with your comprehension, which will then help with your later analysis.  

 

Story Summary 

There are actually three stories that are told in this novel: Tayo’s life before the war; Tayo’s 

experiences during the war; Tayo’s life after the war. You will summarize each story separately as you 

encounter it. The novel is not divided into chapters or parts. Instead, there are breaks in the narrative. 

Use these breaks to help you separate the different story lines. Track the events as you read them. 

When you are done reading the story, you can then go back and put them in chronological order where 

needed.  It is essential for your understanding and to receive any credit for this work that you have 

page citations for each summary. Your entries should look like the ones I started for you here: 

 

Pre-War:   

There was a draught in the twenties-Tayo was a child. He and his uncle hauled water for their 

livestock. (9) 

 

War: 

Tayo freaked out in the war thinking that one of the Japanese soldiers they killed was his Uncle Josiah. 

Rocky helped to settled him down. (7) 

It rained constantly in the jungle and made walking impossible. He and a corporal had to try and walk 

in the rain as they carried Rocky (hit by a grenade?). He prayed for it to stop raining. (10-11) 

 

Post-War:  

Tayo can’t sleep at night because of the dreams from the war. (5-6) 

It’s late May and there’s a draught. (10) 

 

It is OK if you don’t know who everyone is at first, or that you don’t understand what is going on. 

Meaning comes with reading and reflecting. Your notes are intended to help you make meaning. You 

should expect to go back and revise as you encounter some of the earlier events again later in the story. 

In the end, you should arrive at an “ah ha” appreciation of how Silko crafted this tale of identity, 

survival, forgiveness, and healing. 

 
 


